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Unit- I 

Meaning of Society: 

                         Society is the term to describe human beings together 

(collective, the sum of their social networks and social interactions).  

                       The term comes from the Latin idea of societas, or the 

connection between friends or allies (friend or ally being socius). ... Sociology 

is the name for the study of society. 

                        Society can be defined as a group of people, who share a 

common economic, social and industrial infrastructure. Society is an 

organization of people who share a common cultural and social background.  

                    The term Society is the most fundamental one in sociology. 

India is a hierarchical society. Whether in north India or south India, Hindu or 

Muslim, urban or village, virtually all things, people, and social groups are 

ranked according to various essential qualities. Although India is a political 

democracy, notions of complete equality are seldom evident in daily life. 

                        An organized group of persons associated together for religious, 

benevolent, cultural, scientific, political, patriotic, or other purposes  a body of 

individuals living as members of a community; community.  

                       The body of human beings generally, associated or viewed as 

members of a community a highly structured system of human organization for 

large-scale community living that normally furnishes protection, continuity, 

security, and a national identity for its members such a system characterized by 

its dominant economic class or form. 

                    A large group of people who live together in an organized way, 

making decisions about how to do things and sharing the work that needs to be 

done. All the people in a country, or in several similar countries, can be 

referred to as a society.              

DEFINITION OF SOCIETY: 

“The scientific study of human social behavior and its origins, development, 

organizations, and institutions.” 

SCOPE OF SOCIETY: 

(i)Research 

The Society encourages lighting research in industry, government and 

educational institutions. 

(ii)Education 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/large
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/group
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/live
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/organized
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/decision
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/share
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/work
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/needs
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/people
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/country
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/similar
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/country
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The Society develops the syllabi and provides lecturers in the courses. 

(iii)Seminars 

The Society organizes seminars on specific aspects of lighting to further the 

knowledge and expertise of people already actively engaged in the lighting 

industry. Special seminars are held on specific aspects of lighting and new 

standards. 

(iv)Public Affairs 

 

The Society reviews and monitors legislative and regulatory developments that 

are lighting related at local, state and national levels. 

(v)Competitions 

 

The Society holds regular lighting awards programme, and makes awards for 

meritorious lighting installations and luminaire design excellence. The awards 

programme is of increasing interest not only to the lighting designer but also 

the building owner and set the criteria for today's 

 

Meaning of Sociology : 

               Sociology is the study of societies and how humans act in 

groups. Sociology is a social science. People who study sociology are 

called sociologists. 

                  Sociology is the study of society and human social action. ... 

The word sociology comes from the suffix "-logy" which means "study of," 

derived from Greek, and the stem "socio-" which is  from the Latin  Word 

 socius,  meaning member, friend, or ally, thus referring to people in general.  

                A society is the community of people living in a particular country or 

region and having shared customs, laws, and organizations. 

DEFINITION OF SOCIOLOGY: 

“ The science of society, social institutions, and social relationships specifically 

: the systematic study of the development, structure, interaction, and collective 

behavior of organized groups of human beings.”  - Merriam-Webster 

The two major types of sociology : 

(i)qualitative sociology  

(ii)quantitative sociology 

                 That emerged were qualitative sociology and quantitative sociology. 

Today, most universities use both qualitative and quantitative methods of 

inquiry, and one method is not necessarily better than the other. 

Nature of Sociology: 

(i) Sociology is an independent science: 
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                               Sociology is not treated and studied as a branch of any other 

science like philosophy, history. 

(ii)Sociology is a social science and not a physical science: 

                                  All the sciences are divided into two categories: natural 

sciences and social sciences. Natural sciences study physical phenomena where 

as social sciences study social phenomena. Social sciences include Economics, 

Political Science, and Anthropology etc. 

(iii)Sociology is a pure science and not an applied science: 

                                Aim of applied science is to apply the acquired knowledge 

into life and to put it to use. But the aim of pure sciences is the acquisition of 

knowledge and it is not bothered whether the acquired knowledge is useful or 

can be put to use 

(iv)Sociology is an abstract science and not a concrete science: 

                                    Similarly, Sociology does not confine itself to the study 

of this society or that particular society. It simply means that Sociology is an 

abstract science, not a concrete science. 

(v)Sociology is a categorical and not a normative discipline: 

                                       Sociology "confines itself about what is, not what 

should be or ought to be." As a science it is silent about questions of value 

(vi)Sociology is a generalising and not a particularising science: 

                                        Sociology does not study each and every event that 

takes place in society. It makes generalization on the basis of some selected 

events 

(vii)Sociology is a general science and not a special social science: 

                                         The area of inquiry of Sociology is general and not 

specialised. Social sciences like Political Science, History, Economics, etc. 

study human interaction but not all about human interactions. 

(viii)Sociology is both a rational and empirical science: 

                                              Empiricism is the approach that emphasizes 

experiences and the facts that result from observation and experimentation. On 

the other hand, rationalism stresses reason and theories that result from logical 

inference. 

Scope of Sociology: 

 

* The overall objective of sociology is to systematically understand  

* Individuals and groups create, maintain and change social relationships, 

social     structures and institutions over time. 

* There is more awareness about Sociology in the US or UK than in India. 
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* The increasing interest among students and good course structure with 

intensive on-field projects and field-trips offered by Indian universities 

will gradually increase scope for Sociology in India. 

 
 

 


